
Reception Termly Overview                                                        Autumn Term  
Personal, Social & Emotional Development 
Make new relationships with peers/adults and initiate play with familiar 
people. 

Seek help when needed.  Allow an adult or peer to comfort them.  

Share resources, take turns and resolve conflict (with adult support).         
Express and verbalise basic feelings (e.g. happy, sad, angry, worried, 
excited). 

Follow routines and be independent at -  

-  using the toilet and washing hands. 
- putting on/taking off coats. 
- dressing/undressing for PE. 
Join in, e.g. games, singing and role play sessions. 
Express their ideas in a small & then larger groups. 
Show understanding of class rules and why we have them.  
 

Religious Education (‘God Matters’ Scheme)   

Learn to make the Sign of the Cross. 
Begin to learn and understand our class prayers. 
Join in with class Collective Worship. 
Topic; Creation 
Listen to and engage with the Creation story through art and music.  
Learn that they can see God in the world around them and give thanks 
through their words and actions. 
Topic; Prayers, Saints and Feasts 
Learn and understand that Jesus loved His family and He loved God the 
Father. 
Know that God showed His love by caring for us. 
Learn to make a simple prayer intention. 
Feast Days   October – The Month of the Rosary.  
 
                 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Make simple representations (e.g. drawing self-portraits, painting, 
playdough) linked to discussing their families. 
Become familiar and experiment with different media (paint, clay, 
crayons, chalk etc).  Use simple tools and techniques when ‘making’, e.g. 
joining with sellotape. 
Begin building a repertoire of familiar class songs. 
Respond to music through matching an action or movement and 
perform in small groups, e.g. songs, nursery rhymes. 
Role-playing familiar experiences and stories, e.g. using puppets. 
Use colours for specific purposes and know some Autumnal colours. 
Represent the season of Autumn through artwork. 
Take part in collaborative artwork opportunities: e.g. fireworks large 
painting. 
Develop their construction; revisit it later, adapt and discuss it’s features. 

Physical Development 
Practise forming pre-writing shapes, e.g. circle, triangle, zig zag. 
Form letters of name fluently and with some control over size.  
Form recognisable letters of the alphabet. 
Use easel and upright writing surfaces to develop arm strength. 
Develop precision in small movements, e.g. threading beads. 
Use scissors to cut out simple shapes. 
Use a knife and fork confidently. 
Draw simple pictures recognisable by themselves and others. 
Develop effective pencil grip and control. 

 

 
Understanding the World 
Celebrate: International Day and Bonfire Night. 
Discuss their families and people they love, including sharing information 
from their personal history and upcoming events, e.g. during Show and 
Tell. 
Discuss differences and similarities in a positive way. 
Learn a little about their differing home countries and cultures, e.g. 
answering the register in their languages.  
Discuss and share their experiences of local places in our community, e.g. 
Brook Green Park, the River Thames, Holy Trinity Church. 
Discuss how different materials feel or behave, e.g. crunchy leaves or 
melting chocolate. Link to seasons; Summer>Autumn. 
Explore the natural world; discussing what they see/notice. 
Learn about the change from Summer to Autumn. 
 
 

Communication and Language, Literacy  
Join in with songs, nursery rhymes, games and stories. 
Listen for short periods as part of a whole group. 
Listen to an age-appropriate story, remaining engaged.  
Join in with story-telling sessions, e.g. the repeated refrain in a familiar 
text or acting it out.  
Speak in simple sentences to communicate their interests/needs and ask and 
answer simple questions. 
Use simple connectives in speech (e.g. and, but). 
Respond to others appropriately, e.g. following an instruction from an 
adult or request from a peer. 
Recite familiar songs/nursery rhymes with pleasure, e.g. Christmas Carols. 
 

Literacy 
Identify the characters and setting of a familiar book. 
Identify an object when given the initial sound and say the initial sound in 
a given word. 
Clap the syllables in a word. 
Blend CVC words verbally, sometimes with an adult repeating it faster to 
support. 
Learn to recognise the Phase 2 sounds – 
S/A/T/P/I/N/M/D/G/O/C/K/CK/E/U/R/H/B/F/FF/L/LL/SS 
Begin reading words containing these sounds, e.g. sat, it, pin. 
Recognise tricky words; I, to, the, no, go, into. 
Participate in mark-making opportunities, e.g. drawing, painting. 
 

Mathematics 
Recite numbers to 20. 
Use and understand “more” and “fewer/less” in everyday contexts. 
Perceptually subitise to 4. 
Recognise numbers 0 – 5 and represent using different concept images, 
e.g. five frames, Numicon, fingers, bead strings, manipulatives. 
Begin to recognise parts within numbers, e.g. 3 is made of 2 and 1, when 
looking at group of objects.  
Explore composition of numbers to 5 with some automatic recall of bonds. 
Count groups of up to 10 objects with accuracy. 
Count backwards from 10. 
Understand the term “equal” in both every day and mathematical 
contexts, e.g. finding two equal groups of objects. 
Describe the size or shape of real-life objects using simple mathematical 
vocabulary, e.g. big/small, round/straight. 
Time - understanding first/next and follow the class visual timetable. 
Sort groups of objects according to different criteria. 
Identify straight and curved sides on 2D shapes, and flat and curved 
faces on 3D shapes. 
Use and understand the terms short/tall, large/small.   

Focus Texts; Autumn  

Owl Babies 

 

Anna Hibiscus’ 
Song 

 
 

Stick Man 

 

The Gruffalo 

 

Autumn (Non-
Fiction) 

 

Goldilocks 

 


