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‘In our school we learn and love, we pray and play,  
following in the footsteps of Jesus Christ.’ 

 

To begin our new academic year, the whole school has been studying the book ‘Here We Are: Notes for Planet Earth’ by Oliver Jeffers. 
The Centre for Literacy in Primary Education (CLPE) has produced some wonderful resources and teacher notes to support children of 
all ages and help school communities come together to engage in literacy learning 
 

Our aim as a school has been to: 

• provide a framework for our children to re-engage socially with each other and the wider community;  

• provide opportunities to engage positively with the outdoor environment;  

• stimulate thinking and talk about world events and the impact of these events on individuals and the wider world;  

• provide a safe forum to share thoughts, concerns, ideas and personal responses. 
 
Teachers have planned different learning opportunities, with literacy at the heart, to help children respond personally to experiences they 
have had.  

Special Places 
 
The children in Class 5B thought about and discussed their ‘favourite place’ on 
Earth. They then read examples of list poems and created their own to describe 
the place that is most special to them.       
                                                                         By Class 5B 



Year 2 have re-created a page from the book by drawing pictures of themselves as the characters. They used this as an opportunity 
to celebrate difference. 
 

                       Class 2G                                          Class 2B                                      



Inspired by the Moon 
 
Class 4G has been really enjoying the text ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers. Whilst exploring and reading about the pages on space, we were 
inspired by the poem New Moon by Kate Wakeling. As a class activity, the children explored other poems about the moon and how the poets 
convey the size, shape and overall look and feel of the moon through language and vocabulary. The children were then invited to write their 
own poems inspired by the moon, they all worked brilliantly and wrote some fantastic poems.                                     By Class 4G 



Year 3  were inspired by ‘Here We Are’ to explore  environmental issues 

Using this page and a news article on the environmental impact that  
lockdown had, we reflected on our time during lockdown and the  positive 
environmental impact which occurred. From our discussions, we considered 
ways to ensure that these environmental gains aren’t lost.   



 
Here We Are 

 
Year 1 have been exploring the book ‘Here We Are’ with the rest of the school. We 

designed our own posters to     

advertise all the best bits of living 

on Earth. We also made speech 

bubbles to teach people about how to 

care for our planet.  “We don’t 

throw rubbish” and “We try to 

save water” were just some of the 

tips we came up with. 

 

            By Year 1 

Year 5 - Staying fit and healthy 

 

Class 5G have been designing posters to inform members of the 

school community and visitors to the school of the steps that we 

should take to ensure that everyone stays healthy.  This work was 

inspired by the reminders in the book to look after our bodies.  

 

  

  

 

By Class 5G 



Environmental Awareness 
 
Year 6 have been writing letters to our 
local MP, inspired by the possible positive 
impact the lockdown has had on the local 
environment. 
 
Letter written by MC, Class 6G 

 



                                                                                                                    Strike a Pose 
                                                                                       

                                                                           Class 4B have enjoyed exploring the book 'Here We Are' by Oliver Jeffers and have been                             
                                                     ‘Striking a Pose’ like the characters in the text.                   
                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Class 4B have also written their own notes 
for living on planet Earth for all other 
humans to follow.  



 
A Note for Living on Planet Earth 

 
Inspired by ‘Here We Are: Notes for Living on Planet Earth’ and the author Oliver Jeffers, the staff and 
children have all been creating their own notes for living on planet Earth.  



 
Year 1 Dance 

 

Year 1 took part in their first dance lesson with Ms Anna. We 
learned all about God’s creation and came up with an action for 
each of the days. We put it together in a dance sequence which we 
recorded. It was so fun watching it back at the end of the day.  

We have also been learning about Creation 
in our Religious Education lessons 

 

Virtual Assemblies 
 

At the moment we are unable to meet as  a big group in the school hall for our assemblies.  Miss McGinty is now leading our assemblies vir-
tually! Each class is invited to the assembly and Miss McGinty talks to us and we watch on the interactive screen. Miss McGinty always has a 
presentation with pictures and questions for us to think about. When Miss McGinty asks us questions, we talk in our classrooms with our 
teacher and then our teacher shares our answers with Miss McGinty and the rest of the school. 
 
In Friday’s celebration assembly, Miss McGinty announces the names of the children who have been awarded a Merit Card and our teachers 
present them in our classroom. 
 
It is lovely for us to all feel connected and come together as school. 



Starting School 

Acorn Class and Willow Class have settled in brilliantly and are enjoying exploring their new classrooms. They have been busy making new 

friends and telling us all about themselves. We've had lots of fun already and they have made a great start to their adventures at school!  

The first book we 
have been learning 
about is Owl Babies 
by Martin Waddell. 



House Quiz! 
 

As part of your Home Learning pack last term, Years 1-6 received quiz questions to research or recall from prior learning. We 
will be holding the quiz on Friday 25th September for children in Years 2-6 so use your time wisely and start revising. The 
winning House will be announced in the next Newsletter!        
 
                         Years 2 & 3                                                          Years 4 - 6 

 

There is a collection point outside the  
main doors to the school office. 

 
Many thanks for your help. 


