
Nursery Half Termly Overview                             Autumn Term (A) 2021 
 
Personal, Social & Emotional Development 
Learn to separate from their main carer with 
support/confidence 
Become confident to speak to others about their own 
needs/wants/interests, including asking for help when needed 
Form good relationships with adults and make new friends 
Participate in games to develop turn taking and sharing  
Join in with school routines, e.g. fruit time, answering the 
register and tidy up time 
 
 
Religious Education (‘God Matters’ Scheme)   
Learn to make the Sign of the Cross 
Begin to learn and understand our class prayers 
Topic; Creation 
Learn that the Creation story is in the Bible 
Listen to and engage with the Creation story through art and 
music 
Topic; Prayers, Saints and Feasts 
Know that people do different things for us because they care 
for us 
Begin to understand that Jesus loved his family and he loved 
God the Father, who also cares for and loves us 
 
 
Physical Development 
Show an awareness of space, of themselves and of others,  
e.g. while playing outside and when responding to music 
Safely enjoy using all the playground equipment to move in a 
variety of ways with confidence  
Catch a large ball  
Begin to show control using scissors and a pencil 
Begin to manage own personal hygiene and toileting needs 

 
 
 
 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Explore colour and texture when working with different 
materials 
Begin to engage in imaginative role-play based on home life  
Mix colours and discuss the results  
Use simple tools with purpose for example, using scissors to 
cut out shapes 
Begin to join in with singing a few familiar nursery 
rhymes and songs 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding the World 
Talk about and describe special times or events for 
family and friends 
Celebrate similarities and differences between 
ourselves 
Become familiar with the layout of the classroom 
and playground 
Show care for living things and enjoy exploring the 
natural world.  
Become familiar with ICT in our environment and 
use some of our electronic toys  

 
Communication and Language, Literacy  
Begin to recognise their name for self-registration 
and to begin to stay seated to listen to a whole class 
story 
Ask and answer simple questions 
Participate in mark-making opportunities, e.g. 
drawing, painting, early writing 
Begin to write some letters from their own name or 
to draw some prewriting shapes  
Begin to learn letter sounds and names 
Begin to develop effective pencil grip   
 
Mathematics 
Learn and join in with simple number rhymes 
Count to 3 and beyond 
Develop quick recognition of up to three objects 
without needing to count them.  
Recognise numbers to 5/10 and beyond 
Name common 2D shapes 
Name different colours 
Begin to use comparative language when discussing 
size. amount and length, e.g. large/small, long/short 
Use positional language, for example above and under 
 

Focus Texts; Autumn A 

Knuffle Bunny 

 

Guess How Much I Love 
You  

 
So Much 

 
 

Autumn (Non-Fiction) 

 


